
 

June 2017 Newsletter 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

June 10th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

July 8th- Club meeting. All about deciduous trees. 

August 12th- Club meeting. Sun, water and soil, 

how they work together. 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 6th- FRIDAY 7 PM! LSBF speaker. 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Changed to Friday the 6th 

because of the LSBF visiting speaker. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Wiring. 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 
 

 
The club’s annual Exhibition was a great success! Steven’s 

Trident Maple won last year’s People’s Choice Award. Who 

won this year? Find out at June’s meeting! 

President’s Message  
By Dan LeBlanc 
 

Hello to all my fellow FWBS members.  
 We had another busy month for the FWBS and 

bonsai enthusiasts in the area. We started the month with 

the annual FWBS auction and raffle on the 13th and then 

two weeks later we had our annual Club Exhibition. I 

think this has been one of the busiest years for 

Bonsai enthusiasts in and around the Dallas FW area. 

 The auction turned out to be a great success for 

the club which netted us $1016.00 Thank you to all who 

came and supported the club auction and raffle. And 

thanks for all the raffle donations from all the members. 

We had a good turn out and even had some of our friends 

from the Dallas Bonsai Society join in the festivities. I 

ended up paying more than expected on some pots; thanks 

Steven. Several members left with some very nice trees, 

pots etc… at a very discounted price. Keep in mind this is 

one of the best opportunities to get some really good 

material at huge discount.  

 Our annual Club Exhibition and sale was also 

well attended. This is the main event for the FWBS and 

our opportunity to show our trees to the public. Thanks to 

all the volunteers who helped set up and tear down the 

exhibit area. I was a little concerned that we would not 

have a very big turn out as it was Memorial Day weekend 

but it ended up being fairly well attended.  In 

addition we had two new members who joined our club 

on Saturday. Welcome Roger Spohn and John Clapp. 

John is an artist - miniaturist and I’m looking forward to 

learning more about his work. Check it out 

at:   http://jclappart.com  Thanks to Roger and John for 

joining the club. 

 On a final note I’m sad to say that our club 

secretary Cora Wade has resigned as she and her daughter 

were relocated to California. Cora was a great addition to 

the club and a wonderful secretary. She was very helpful 

this year and will be missed by all. Thank you Cora for 

all your help and dedication.  

 Having said that it appears we have an opening 

on the Board so if anyone is interested please let us know. 

The FWBS is a non-profit fellowship of Bonsai enthusiast 

and all the Board members are volunteers we could 

not run the club without your help and support. Please 

consider volunteering to serve our society. Thanks in 

advance. 

 I hope to see you all at our upcoming events. 

 

Don’t forget to check our website for updates and news. 

http://fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Thanks, 

Dan 

 

http://jclappart.com/
http://fortworthbonsai.org/


June Program: The Bonsai Smiths 

will be here again. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

Our next meeting on Saturday June 10th at 

9AM, will be a workshop with Howard and Sylvia 

Smith of Dallas. All members are invited to bring 

two trees to get their excellent advice on design and 

care. The original idea for these continuing 

workshops was to bring the same plant to learn how 

to refine our trees over the years, but you can bring 

any bonsai that you would like to get help with.  

 

Fort Worth Bonsai Exhibit 
  

Our annual club exhibition was a great success. 

Thank you to everyone who came to help and 

brought trees for the exhibit. The show could not 

happen without all of your hard work. We even got 

several new members to sign up at the show! 

 

 
An overview of one side of the formal exhibit area. 

More pictures of exhibit trees will be shown in 

upcoming newsletters. 

 

 
Busy helpers take down the backdrops after the show 

is over. We got the show packed up in record time 

thanks to all the members who were there to get 

everything put away. 

 

May Raffle & Auction  
 

 
Lots of wonderful items were donated for the raffle 

this year. Thanks to everyone who donated items 

and all those who bought raffle tickets.  

 

 

 
Thanks also go out to Ron and Mark for running the 

auction. This event raised a lot of money for our 

club. 

 

 

 
It wasn’t long before all the items had found new 

owners. 

 

 
 



JUNE BONSAI 

By John Miller 

 

 A subject brought up in the azalea workshop at 

the LSBF convention indicated that a lot of people do not 

really know what the growing conditions are in their back 

yards or what plants need.  Or that it may depend on local 

mini-environments.  I have a maple that was red in 

December in Dallas but now turns in November only 30 

air miles away. 

 Most plants in pots will not enjoy a full day of 90 

plus sun.  Partial shade should be provided.  A shade cloth 

awning is the best as it will protect in the middle of the 

day.  A vertical shade cloth on the WEST side may be 

needed to protect from the late afternoon sun.  This is the 

worst sun as the temperature is already high and the drier 

air makes the rays more intense.  A higher humidity on 

the coast may alleviate the problem some. 

 Even if the days are relatively cool the sun can 

still get the pots pretty hot.  Not only does this dry out the 

soil very fast but the tree roots cannot live in a hot soil.  A 

temperature I have heard given is that 120 degrees will 

kill roots on most plants.  I cannot give you a precise to-

do list since your backyard is different from mine but you 

should be sure that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  

If you use a cover of any kind be sure that the side of the 

pot is protected also.  A loose weave cover is preferable 

to solid paper as it lets you water more easily.  Leave an 

air space between the cover and pot and soil.  Do not use 

foil, it reflects rays back up into the underside of the leaf 

giving it a double dose of too much  

 Use of shredded long fiber sphagnum moss on the 

surface of the soil will also help and will keep the soil 

surface more damp.  The dampness will help keeps it cool 

and will allow your tree to have roots in the surface layer.  

Without it the top roots die from dryness as well as heat. 

 You might still be able to leaf prune if you need 

to but be careful, it could turn hot in a hurry.  Remember 

do it only on healthy vigorous trees.  Put the tree in a semi-

shaded location out of the wind until new foliage appears.  

Again never leaf prune the atropurpeum varieties of 

Japanese maples, they do not rebud but will usually come 

out again next spring. 

 However, some tropicals can be leaf pruned all 

summer.  I think the Ficus nerifolia especially benefits by 

leaf pruning and can be done more than once each 

summer.  That will help develop the heavy twiginess you 

see in the Ficus bonsai from the Far East. 

 When night temperatures stay above 60 degrees 

you can think about repotting some of the tropicals.  I 

would wait another month though for the buttonwood.   

 It is important to continue the twig pruning of 

your trees on a regular basis.  While doing this chore look 

at the tree to see if there is a need to do some restoration 

pruning.  Restoration pruning is a deeper pruning to 

replace a branch that has grown too long or too big with a 

smaller one.  This is usually done with the secondary or 

tertiary branches not the primary branch coming from the 

trunk.  I prefer to do this restoration pruning on deciduous 

trees in the winter when I can see the branch structure.  

But on bonsai like the yaupon hollies I like to do it at this 

time when the tree is actively growing so that any winter 

dieback is apparent.  Trees that weep a lot from cuts such 

as maples or pines should not be done at this time.  

 Any extended cool and damp weather is good for 

fungal diseases like black leaf spot.  Hot and damp bring 

other fungals like mildew.  Treat with potassium 

bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate (baking soda).  After 

the foliage is hardened a bit you can treat with a 1% 

hydrogen peroxide (1 part 3% peroxide to 2 parts water) 

weekly.   

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  I use the 

organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and cider vinegar per gallon water) 

to control all these.  It also get any caterpillars and even 

bagworms.  You can use some of the other organic 

controls like horticultural oil or a chemical according to 

label directions.  Read the label directions carefully and 

DO NOT apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods. 

 It does not do much good to spray if you do not 

do it correctly.  Hose end sprayers have too coarse a spray 

and usually do not cover very good.  All pathogen controls 

must be sprayed with a sprayer that has a nozzle which 

produces a fine spray in order to cover the entire leaf 

surface, top and bottom.  You must get all them bugs or 

they come right back.  And you need to spray on a regular 

basis.  Any bugs or spores hiding in cracks will repeat the 

infestation. 

 If ants, or any other creature, are building nests in 

the soil, the tunnels and cavities will prevent proper 

watering and result in loss of roots.  After you get rid of 

the ants be sure to grab your chopsticks and work the soil 

down and eliminate any holes.  You will probably need to 

add a little more soil on top. 

 
This Golden Gate Fig shown at the exhibition will become 

one of the Japanese Garden Bonsai Exhibit trees. 



More Exhibit pictures: 
 

 
 

Mark’s One-Seed Juniper made another exhibit 

appearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Cora Wade 

cdwade3@gmail.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

mailto:dan@callgenesis.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:cdwade3@gmail.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:bruce.harris1@verizon.net
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:terry@whisperwillow.com
mailto:eflather@sbcglobal.net

